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Literature and the Holocaust: Fall 2020ENGL 4660.001 (Remote Class)Instructor:Deb Armintor 
(please call me Dr. Armintor or Dr. A. Pronouns: She/Her/They/Their)Cell: 940-300-9857 (Text 
any time!  No calls please, unless  we have a scheduled phone appt. )Email: 
dna@unt.eduOffice Hours: By appointment via Zoom in our virtual classroom ( 
https://unt.zoom.us/j/6837842372  (Links to an external site.) ) or by phone.Course Topic:The 
German philosopher Theodor Adorno once said, “After Auschwitz it is barbaric to write poetry.” 
Misguided as Adorno’s statement might be (he later retracted it), the questions it raises continue 
to resonate in literature and film about the Holocaust.  How do nonfiction or fiction writers attach 
words and images to the Holocaust and its aftermath?  How do differences in genre (memoir, 
narrative fiction, nonfiction prose), style, subject matter, and issues of authorial identity 
affect—or not affect—the “meaning” of Holocaust literature?  How do these aspects of 
Holocaust literature affect how these narratives are taught and circulated? Through close 
readings of various literary texts, we will discuss these and other questions about language and 
trauma, literature and genocide, storytelling and history.Working Course Definition of the 
Holocaust: “the Holocaust refers to a specific genocidal event in twentieth-century history: the 
state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of European Jewry by Nazi Germany 
and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews were the primary victims—6 million were 
murdered; [Roma], [people with disabilities], and Poles were also targeted for destruction or 
decimation for racial, ethnic, or national reasons. Millions more, including homosexuals, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Soviet prisoners of war, and political dissidents, also suffered grievous 
oppression and death under Nazi tyranny.” (from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum)Course 
Format:This is a remote class, so all course content, discussions, assignments, and readings 
will be delivered online via our course Canvas page.Course Requirements (updated 9/6, 
changes highlighted):1. Canvas Discussion Posts, DUE every Friday by 9:59 am (i.e. right 
before our weekly Zoom recordings), starting 9/11 and ending 11/20 (the week before 
Thanksgiving): Read the week's assigned reading (and/or watch the week's film when a film is 
assigned applicable) and make a 300- to 350-word post responding to either the weekly written 
discussion prompt, a classmate's post, or a classmate's comment on another classmate's 
discussion post. Back up your comment with quote(s) from the text, and be as specific as you 
can in your examples. You need not cite your sources unless you choose to quote a source not 
listed in the syllabus.  Your comment might agree or disagree with a point made by a classmate; 
it might consider multiple sides of an issue (even mutually contradictory sides), or it might steer 
the conversation in a different direction entirely beyond the original prompt, as long as it is still 
about the reading (and/or film viewing) assignment at hand. Regardless, please be considerate 
of others' feelings. Your tone can be informal in these weekly discussions, but your thoughts 
should be probing and serious. These instructions are also linked here: Weekly Discussion Post 
General Instructions.  (Graded A-F; Your discussion grade average is worth 20% of your final 
course grade. An "A" will be indicated by my clicking a thumbs up "Like" in response to your 
post)2. NEW, UNGRADED WEEKLY ZOOM DISCUSSION & LECTURE: There will be a 
contiguous Zoom class discussion every Friday from 10am - 10:50, starting 9/11, until 11/20 
(the week before Thanksgiving), continuing the written discussion in person, along with live 
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instructor "lecture" and commentary (this is to replace the original plan of weekly instructor 
videos).  All Friday Zoom discussions will be recorded, saved in the course cloud, and 
automatically sent to your UNT email.  To participate, click:Link: 
https://unt.zoom.us/j/6837842372(or for audio only, call 1-346-248-7799 (Meeting ID: 683 784 
2372))3. Essay 1, DUE 11/2 by 11:59pm: 5-6 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1 inch 
margins all around, and an MLA-style Works Cited page (Link: MLA Works Cited Guide (Links to 
an external site.)).  Make and support an original and non-obvious argument analyzing a film 
about the Holocaust from a  Langerian/Levian perspective and from your own perspective 
(check UNT's Chilton media library, Netflix, Hulu, Amazon, Youtube, etc.). Your argument must 
also make use of two texts on this syllabus, including Night and Fog if you wish. Cite specific 
examples, and don't limit yourself to just talking about narrative and character; focus on the 
visuals as well, and other qualities that distinguish film from other artforms.  Feel free to expand 
upon one of your discussion posts if you'd like, but take care not to reiterate classmates' points 
or points already made by the instructor.  Move beyond what has already been said, but feel 
free to use what has already been said as a launch pad to start a new discussion.(Graded A-F; 
worth 40% of your final course grade)4. Essay 2, DUE 12/1, by 11:59pm: 5-6 pages, 
double-spaced, 12-point font, 1 inch margins all around, and an MLA-style Works Cited page 
(Link: MLA Works Cited Guide (Links to an external site.)).  Make and support an original and 
non-obvious argument about the use of past vs. present tense verbs in any 3 works of 
Holocaust literature. One or two of your three texts must be listed on the syllabus (and not 
discussed by you in Essay 1). The remaining one or two text(s) can be any critical essay 
(search MLA Bibliography Online, specifying Linked Full Text) or any other literary or 
non-literary text from not listed on the syllabus. (Graded A-F; worth 40% of your final course 
grade) (Links to an external site.Required Texts? Final Exam? Extra Credit? No texts for 
purchase; all course content, including readings, is online. No final exam. No extra credit.ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities Act) Accommodations: I will accommodate you however you need 
to be accommodated for equal access; just let me know how. Here is UNT's ADA statement: 
"UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s 
specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time. However, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. 
For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu."Late Assignment 
Policy:Late discussion posts & comments will not be accepted except for ADA/ODA reasons. 
ECCO Research  will be accepted without penalty up until before the Thanksgiving 
break.Syllabus Change Policy:This syllabus is only a guide for the course and is subject to 
change with advanced notice.UNT Policies & CANVAS Info:Click this link: Canvas InfoUNT Fall 
2020 Calendar Dates:Click Here for Weekly Required Readings & Assignments:Weeks 1 & 
2Week 3Week 4Week 5Week 6Week 7Week 8Week 9Week 10Week 11Week 12Week 
13Thanksgiving Break: November 26 & 27Essay 1 Due Here, November 2nd!Essay 2 Due Here 
December 1st! 


